BY ORDER OF THE SHAH

a range of hills reputed to have been levelled by Hulagu,
whereon to build his observatory. Not far off, the Royal
Sea, although fed by fourteen rivers, never grows larger,
due to evaporation. To the north-west is Khoi, of which
the walls were said to be like the Biblical drawings of
Jericho. The plain round about is abundant with corn,
garden produce, and chenar trees. Farther off is Makoo
in the mountains, where an immense cavern, more than
three hundred yards wide and two hundred deep, said to
be filled with royal treasures, has ever eluded the staircase
of curiosity. Nearby is Mount Ararat, on the border. I
have finished," said Rumi, suddenly.
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